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(54) ERROR CORRECTION SYSTEM 
(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve a transmission error 
correction efficiency and to realize reliable reception. 
SOLUTION: In a viterbi decoding circuit 14, demodulation signals (I and 
Q) are inputted to first and second branch metric generation circuits 
141 and 142, a soft judgment branch metric is generated from the 
demodulation signals in the first branch metric generation circuit 141 
and a hard judgement branch metric for a special processing before 
and after termination time is generated in the second branch metric 
generation circuit 142. The outputs are inputted to a selector 143 and 
the hard judgment branch metric is selected at the time of a 
termination processing and the soft judgment branch metric at the 
time of a regular processing at timing when a synchronizing signal 
protected from a synchronous byte detection result at the head of a 
transport stream packet is set to be a reference. In an 
ACS(addition/comparison/selection) circuit 144, a state metric 
following the trellis of codes is calculated by using the selected branch 
metric, and a path memory circuit 145 is controlled by the calculation 
result Thus, a maximum likelihood path is traced. 
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